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A Publication of 

Tampa Bay Mensa 

 
Tampa Bay Sounding 

Tampa Bay Mensa 
11111 N. 20th Street 

Tampa, FL 33612 

 

Mensa is an international society whose sole 

qualification for membership is a score at or 

above the 98th percentile on a standard IQ test. 

Mensa is a not-for-profit organization whose main 

purpose is to serve as a means of communication 

and assembly for its members. All opinions 

expressed herein are those of the individual 

authors, and not necessarily those of the editors 

or officers of Mensa. Mensa as an organization 

has no opinions. Tampa Bay Mensa serves 

Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco, Hernando, and 

Sumter counties.  

 

Please visit Tampa Bay Mensa online at 

www.tampa.us.mensa.org and join our Facebook 

groups: “Tampa Bay Mensa” and “Regional 

Gathering for Tampa Bay Mensa.” 

 

Tampa Bay Sounding is the official newsletter of 

Tampa Bay Mensa, American Mensa local group 

number 10-335. © 2018 Tampa Bay Mensa. All rights reserved. All material in this issue not copyrighted 

by individual contributors may be reprinted in other Mensa publications, provided that credit is given to 

the author or artist and to Sounding. Prior written consent of the editor is required for any other 

reproduction in any form. Any Mensa publication reprinting Tampa Bay Sounding material is requested 

to send a copy to the editor.  

 

SUBSCRIBE: The subscription cost for local members is partially remitted from annual dues paid to 

American Mensa Ltd. Tampa Bay Sounding is available to other Mensans and to non-Mensans at an 

annual subscription cost of $12.00. To subscribe, send a check, payable to Tampa Bay Mensa, to the 

Treasurer: Kathy Crum, 7164 Quail Hollow Blvd, Wesley Chapel FL 33544-2525. 

 

ADVERTISING POLICY: Sounding offers free classified ads of 50 words or less to Tampa Bay Mensa 

members for items for sale, jobs wanted/available, personals, etc. Ads need to be renewed on a monthly 

basis if you wish them to appear in consecutive issues. Tampa Bay Mensa and Sounding are not 

responsible for the content of ads. All commercial ads are subject to the following rates: Full page - $60; 

Half page - $30; Quarter page - $15. Members of Mensa pay half these rates.

Submission Guidelines 

 

Tampa Bay Sounding encourages submissions 

from all members. Submissions must be signed, 

but names may be withheld or pseudonyms 

may be used if requested. All letters to the editor 

will be subject to publication unless the author 

specifically requests otherwise. All material 

submitted will be considered for publication, but 

nothing can be guaranteed. Everything is 

subject to editing. Please keep the following 

guidelines in mind: 

1. Articles, casual essays, opinion pieces, 

poems, short stories, puzzles, and artwork 

are all encouraged. 

2. Personal attacks and bigoted, sexist, 

hateful, or otherwise offensive material will 

not be published. 

3. E-mail submissions are preferred, either 

embedded in the email or as Microsoft 

Word-readable attachments (including 

PDF). Legible hard copy pages, including 

handwritten submissions, will be 

considered (but not given preference). 

 

You may send your submissions to: 

editor@tampa.us.mensa.org  (Please indicate 

“TBM Sounding” in the subject header.) 

 

Unless otherwise specified, unsolicited 

contributions should be submitted by the tenth 

day of the month preceding publication. 

http://www.tampa.us.mensa.org/
mailto:editor@tampa.us.mensa.org
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Welcome New Members! 
 

Timothy Gottschalk 

Joseph Juston 

Rick Kralick 

James O'Rourke 

*Monroe Roark 

*Benjamin Roy 

*brand new members 
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TBM Yahoo Groups 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
REGARDING TBM YAHOO GROUPS 

 
Hello everyone,  
 
The Tampa Bay Mensa Executive Committee is always looking for 
ways to improve our members' experience. In recent years, this 
has meant diversifying our online presence to include platforms 
like Facebook, Twitter, and now Mensa Connect. As new 
platforms have gained popularity, it's only natural for others to 
become less popular and, as you've probably noticed, overall 
usage for TBM Yahoo Groups has been on a steady decline for 
some time now. For that reason, the ExComm has voted to 
disable all TBM Yahoo groups, as of 2/1/19. 
 
We feel this change will help to streamline communication to, and 
concentrate discussion among, members. In turn, this means we 
can hopefully look forward to more robust and meaningful online 
discussions as we move forward. That being said, we understand 
this will be an unpopular decision with a few members and we 
sincerely hope that, if you haven't already, you will join us in these 
other online forums: 
 

 

Mensa Connect – connect.us.mensa.org 
This is Mensa’s new, members-only social platform. 
Stop in to explore discussions on topics both local and 
national. If you’re a member of TBM, you’ve 
automatically been added to our communities: Tampa 
Bay Mensa & Tampa Bay Mensa RG! 
 

 

Facebook – facebook.com/groups/tampabaymensa/ 
Love it or hate it, Facebook is a popular tool with our 
members and our groups here are currently the most 
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active. Join us in: Tampa Bay Mensa & Regional 
Gathering for Tampa Bay Mensa! 
 

 

Twitter - twitter.com/TBMensa 
We tweet stuff too! Follow us for event announcements 
and other fun stuff. 
 

 

Instagram - instagram.com/tbmensa/ 
Hot off the presses! (Or, whatever the digital equivalent 
of that phrase would be.) TBM just joined Instagram. 
Follow us to see what we post! 
 

As always, we will continue to publish Sounding on a monthly 
basis and we will be revamping our local website 
(tampa.us.mensa.org) in the coming months. We are looking 
forward to continuing to connect with you, both online and in 
person!  
 
Sincerely, 
The Tampa Bay Mensa Executive Committee 
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Social Media – Meet Connect! Belinda Nemeth 
 
 

 

connect.us.mensa.org 

 
 
Connect is Mensa’s new, members-only social platform. If you’re 
a member of TBM, you’ve already been added to our local 
communities: Tampa Bay Mensa & Tampa Bay Mensa RG (yay!); 
just sign in using the same email and password you use to sign in 
at us.mensa.org. 
 
To access content from a particular community, or to see a list of 
all the communities you belong to, click Communities > My 
Communities and then click the community name. 
 
NOTIFICATIONS - Connect offers email notifications, to let you 
know when there’s new content. You can opt for different 
notification settings in each community and default notification 
settings may vary, so you might want to make changes. To update 
your notification settings: 

1. !ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊΦ 
2. Click Settings, next to the community name.

  
3. Locate the Email Notification section and click the dropdown 

menu. 
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4. SelŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜΥ 
a. Real Time ς Receive an email each time new content is 

added 
b. Daily Digest ς Receive one email each day new content is 

added 
c. No Email ς Receive no email notifications for this 

community  
 

If you have additional questions about Connect, check out their 
Help/FAQ page: https://connect.us.mensa.org/participate/faq 
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RVC Column                              Thomas G. Thomas 
 
     Happy New Year!  The new Mensa Store opened last month 
at https://www.mensastore.com/ with fresh branded merchandise, and 
closeouts on merchandise left over from the old store. Dave Fox and 
Fox Imaging did not seek a renewal of their contract, but we thank them 
for their long service to Mensa, as we move forward with our new 
vendor. We expect to have more options available as time moves on, 
and suggestions for new merchandise are welcome via email 
at support@mensastore.com. 

____________________________________ 
  
     After 20 years at its old location, The American Mensa national office 
has moved to a new (temporary) location, following the decision of the 
Mensa Foundation to sell the building effective December 2018. The 
new address is 1200 E. Copeland Rd. Ste 550, Arlington, TX 76011-
1344. The website and phone numbers remain unchanged. For 
background on the move, visit https://www.us.mensa.org/featured-
content/mensa-on-the-move/. This also includes goals for the new 
permanent location, for which the search is underway. 

____________________________________ 
  
     The American Mensa Committee (AMC) held its regularly scheduled 
quarterly meeting on December 1 via teleconference. All four motions on 
the agenda passed. These included a motion giving hosts of non-official 
events the right to invite or exclude individuals at their own discretion at 
meetings/functions hosted by members, both in members’ homes and in 
public venues. Official Local Group events are still open to all members, 
though even there a member may be evicted for unacceptable behavior. 
The other three motions were specific to the administration of Annual 
Gatherings (AGs), including the responsibilities and requirements of 
White Hats (who assist with event security), an updated list of functions 
offered by the National Office at the request of the AG Chair or 
Committee, and updates to the meeting room requirements for AGs. 
  
     The AMC also met in closed session to discuss potential candidates 
for the Mensa International election coming up in spring 2019, and voted 
to nominate Nick Sanford (USA) for International Chair, Isabella Holz 
(Germany) for Director of Administration, Peter Froehler (Germany) for 
Director of Administration, Tomas Blumenstein (Czech Republic) for 
Director of Development, and Richard Kingston (Cyprus) for Director of 
Development. These nominations place candidates on the ballot, but 
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are not explicit endorsements, which is why there are multiple 
nominations for two of the positions. 
  
     Mini-minutes are posted at 
https://www.us.mensa.org/lead/amc/meeting-reports/, as well as a link to 
the audio recording of the meeting for anyone interested in hearing the 
AMC in action. 

____________________________________ 
  
     Speaking of nominations, petitions are now open for the AMC 
election in the spring at 
https://www.us.mensa.org/lead/amc/elections/2019-board-election/. 
Candidates for the five nationally elected offices require 250 signatures, 
while candidates for RVC require 100 signatures. Online candidate 
petitions are available through January 31, although manual petition 
signatures may also be gathered using forms at the link above. I hope 
you will sign my petition as well as other candidates for RVC 10 and 
other offices, since this is the only avenue for members to get on the 
ballot, and offer a choice to the membership. 

____________________________________ 
  
Until next month (or until I see you online), 
  
  
Thomas George Thomas 
Email: RVC10@us.mensa.org 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/thomas.g.thomas 

 

 
 

  

https://www.us.mensa.org/lead/amc/meeting-reports/
https://www.us.mensa.org/lead/amc/elections/2019-board-election/
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LocSec Column Art Schwartz  

Hi, everyone; happy new year. I hope you all have a wonderful new year 
filled with health and happiness. 

As for us, my wife and I are hoping to do some traveling this coming 
year. We are going to visit 2 foreign countries, Cuba and North Carolina. 
Yes, I know… 

This month my brother is flying down and we will be driving to Key West. 
He says it’s to visit us but we know he is just trying to escape an upstate 
NY winter and do some deep-water fishing. I get to tick driving the Keys 
off from my bucket list. Next month I will be complaining about long and 
tedious drives. 

Speaking of traveling I hope you are coming or considering coming on 
the TBM cruise this year. It should be a lot of fun. If it works well maybe 
other Florida local groups will consider organizing cruises in years when 
they are not doing RGs. Many of the cities in Florida are near cruise 
ports and it is a relatively easy way to organize a regional get-together. 
RG cruise swag will be available to win at next month’s winter social on 
February 10th. See the event calendar for details about the winter “wine 
and cheese” social. Did I mention there will be wine? (Also cheese). 

The spring picnic is in the planning stag. If you can help, please let our 
organizers Theresa Hohmann and Jeanie Guerrera-Ripoll know.  

On the Local Mensa news front we are working to have an electronic 
voting option in place for this year’s ExComm elections. We hope to get 
more participation and make it easier to vote. Many younger members 
don’t use “snail” mail anymore. I hope that we can also use the system 
for surveys and get feedback on events. 

Funny story a younger, stamp denying, co-worker referred to the Judy 
Garland Wizard of Oz as the “old school” version of Oz. I couldn’t figure 
out a clever come-back that didn’t make me seem very old. 

I speak for the entire ExComm in that we would love to hear from you. 
Suggestions, complaints or new ideas are encouraged. Use Facebook, 
Mensa Connect or even old school letters to the editor. Our contact info 
is always on the last page of Sounding. 
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Membership Officer Update Lisa Blair 
 
Hello. I am the new membership officer this coming year for 
Tampa Bay Mensa. I have two main goals in this position; signing 
up new members and engaging existing members. By engaging I 
mean finding out what you folks want or need to get more out of 
your membership, and ensuring you are aware of how you can 
participate in our group. 
 
To recruit new members, I am involved in both the testing and 
publicity efforts this year. With me and other proctors added, as 
well as a new testing coordinator and new testing sites in place, 
we expect to maintain a robust testing schedule in 2019. One item 
we are still looking for is a contact to be able to offer the Mensa 
admission test session at a local university or college; your help 
with this would be appreciated. Getting the candidates into testing 
requires some publicity.  We have a few public events done or in 
the planning stage. We are looking for ideas on where we could 
do a booth or table for a very minimal cost such as a literary 
conference or a health fair. Is there a good publication to run an 
ad? Can you give me feedback on how you heard about us?  
 
All of our event information is on our calendar on our Tampa Bay 
Mensa website. The site is the best way to view the calendar 
because it reflects any changes after the date of the latest 
newsletter.  As far as the Sounding newsletter, unless you really 
want the paper copies please change your preference on your 
profile on the Mensa national web site to electronic. It is a huge 
part of our group’s costs to print and mail, which is fine if you want 
it but a waste if you don’t. Personally I would rather use any extra 
money on our quarterly socials and picnics. 
 
Well that is all for now. I really hope to hear back from many of 
you!  
 
Lisa Blair  
Tampa Bay Mensa Membership Officer 
membership@tampa.us.mensa.org, 

mailto:membership@tampa.us.mensa.org
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Birthdays 
 

1/1 Sheila Zercoe 1/22 Anita Clark 

1/2 Mary Muka 1/23 Theresa Hohmann 

1/3 Jason Stuber 1/23 Gregory Cowsert 

1/4 Betty Taylor 1/24 Brett Husselbaugh 

1/5 Lawrence Jay 1/24 Darius Vunck 

1/6 Rick Craig 1/24 Carrie Webb 

1/6 Thomas Scales 1/25 Louise Kelly 

1/6 Monroe Roark 1/25 Heather Hanks 

1/8 Patricia Johnston 1/25 Joseph Robbio 

1/8 Erica Enfinger 1/25 Kevin Miller 

1/9 Stanley Pleban 1/25 Michelle Kurtz 

1/9 William Ayala 1/26 John Kuhnle 

1/12 Garrett Bostwick 1/26 Melissa Stephens 

1/12 Michele Mourer 1/27 Jill Deen 

1/13 John Means 1/27 Gary Posner 

1/14 Edwin Smith 1/28 K Schneider 

1/15 John Kane 1/30 Carla Yates 

1/21 James Perry   
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About Birthdays 
 

If you notice that your name does not appear in the appropriate 
monthly birthday list and you would prefer to have it listed, you can 
update your settings at the American Mensa website. Go to: 
https://www.us.mensa.org and log in, then click on My Mensa > My 
Membership Profile at the top. This will take you to the main profile 
page. Then click on ‛My Communication Preferences“ at the top right. 
In the ‛Member Directory“ section, click the ‛Edit“ link. There will be a 
check box called "Display birthdate online" which will un-block your 
birthday from the local data. 

 

Note: This is not possible for members who are under 18. If you have 
an underage child who is a member and would like his/her name to 
appear on the birthday list, please send an email to the Sounding 
editor, editor@tampa.us.mensa.org, with the subject ‛TBM Birthday 
Announcement“ at least a month ahead of time, so it can be added 
manually. 

 

About Events 
 

The Calendar of Events is maintained by the Tampa Bay Mensa 
calendar editor, and events may be changed or updated after the 
monthly Sounding has been published. For the most recent 
information about events, please visit our web site at 
tampa.us.mensa.org and click on ‛Events“ in the top ribbon. You may 
also use that site to submit an event you would like to host. 

Except for rare cases which hosts will make clear, all events listed in 
our Calendar of Events, whether hosted in private homes or public 
venues, are open to all Mensans and accompanied guests. While 
kitty amounts are mandatory, hosts often spend far more than the 
specified amount, and donations in excess of the kitty amount are 
appreciated. If you have special needs or restrictions, it is prudent to 
discuss them with the host in advance. As an alternative to using the 
website to add an event to the calendar, you may send an email with 
the event details to calendar@tampa.us.mensa.org including the 
date, time, place, description and host contact information. The 
deadline for an event to appear in the newsletter is the 10th of the 
preceding month, but the online calendar can be updated after the 
print deadline. 
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Calendar of Events 
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Event Details 
 
Wednesday, January 2 
 Reading Group 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
Where - IHOP, 4910 West Spruce Street, Tampa 
We meet twice per month (on the first and third Wednesday) at the 
IHOP on Spruce Street, near the airport. Bring along books you'd like to 
exchange or give away. Jim Perry philart@gte.net  
 
Thursday, January 3 
 Tampa Lunch Bunch @ Sweet Tomatoes 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 
Where – Sweet Tomatoes of Carrollwood, 14703 N. Dale Mabry Hwy., 
Tampa (just south of Ehrlich/Bearss) 
Sweet Tomatoes is an all you can eat salad & soup buffet. Show up at 
your convenience and join us in the private room off the dining area. Tell 
the cashier you are there for the Mensa lunch to receive a 15% 
discount.  Non-member spouses or friends are included, too.  
 
There is no program for this very informal event, and the conversation is 
free flowing. Topics range, based on the interests of members, and the 
backgrounds of participants varies widely, making for interesting 
discussions. Members are respectful and genuinely interested in 
listening to each other. New members are always welcomed even if you 
can't be a regular. Hosted by Dave Bryant; please email him at 
SenseiDave@msn.com if you have any questions. 
 
Wednesday, January 9 
 GourMensans Dinner: Benedetto's Italiano 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm 
Where - 21529 Village Lakes Shopping Center Drive in Land O Lakes 
Mangiare con gusto!!! Gourmensans visit Italy in January. We will be 
dining at Benedetto's Italiano. Benedetto's specializes in Italian cuisine 
with a large emphasis on fresh domestic and New England seafood. 
They also carry Black Angus beef that is riddled with marbling. On their 
own farm they grow greens, eggplant, squash, okra, peppers, basil, 
rosemary, and much more. They carry wild game such as elk, bison, 
quail, rabbit, and kangaroo. There is a weekly wild game combo for 
guests to sample exotic meats. Healthy diners love Benedetto's 
because they can meet most dietary needs. Also offered are gluten-free 
pasta, wheat pasta, and 15 vegetarian entrees. Benedetto's is one of 
the only Tampa Bay restaurants to have live piano bar music every night 

mailto:SenseiDave@msn.com
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of the week. italianrestauranttampa.com. Please RSVP as soon as 
possible to Lisa Blair at Jazzergirl@verizon.net or text her at (240) 205-
1684 so we can reserve seating. 
 
Thursday, January 10 
 Tampa Lunch Bunch @ Sweet Tomatoes 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 
Where ï Sweet Tomatoes of Carrollwood, 14703 N. Dale Mabry Hwy., 
Tampa (just south of Ehrlich/Bearss) 
 
Saturday, January 12 
 Oldsmar Games Night 7:00 pm – 1:30 am Sunday 
Where - 651 Timber Bay Circle West, Oldsmar 
We play fun board and table games. Snacks and sodas provided ($3 
kitty helps defray refreshment expenses). No smoking indoors, please.  
 
Sunday, January 13 
 Concert: Marcia Ball w/ Lauren Mitchell 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
Where - Skipper's Smokehouse, 910 Skipper Road; Tampa 
Tickets are $20.00 in advance (www.skipperssmokehouse.com); $25.00 
at the door. Early purchase is recommended; event could sell out.  
Contact Gerri Almand, 813-417-5147 (call or text) to RSVP. She’ll arrive 
early and reserve a table. 
 

Wednesday, January 16 
 Reading Group 7:00pm – 8:30pm 
Where - IHOP 4910 West Spruce Street, Tampa 
 
Thursday, January 17 
 Tampa Lunch Bunch @ Sweet Tomatoes 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 
Where ï Sweet Tomatoes of Carrollwood, 14703 N. Dale Mabry Hwy., 
Tampa (just south of Ehrlich/Bearss) 
 
Wednesday, January 23 
 Trivia Night at Maloneyôs in Carrollwood 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Where - 12904 N Dale Mabry Hwy, Tampa 
Meet as a team for trivia. Contact Lisa Blair jazzergirl@verizon.net or 
text 240-205-1684 to let Lisa know if you are planning to attend. 
 
Thursday, January 24 
 Tampa Lunch Bunch @ Sweet Tomatoes 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 
Where ï Sweet Tomatoes of Carrollwood, 14703 N. Dale Mabry Hwy., 
Tampa (just south of Ehrlich/Bearss) 
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Saturday, January 26 
 Bowling @ Pin Chasers Veterans 11:00 am – 2:00 pm 
Where - 5555 W Hillsborough Ave, Tampa,  
Hosted by Jacki Nesbitt (jlnesbitt@email.com). Jacki will reserve lanes 
for us, so please let her know before 6 pm on January 17th if you plan to 
come so she will know how many lanes to get. Please also state if you 
want to play with or without bumpers. We look forward to seeing you all 
there!!   
 
Saturday, January 26 
 Tampa Games Night 7:00 pm – 1:30 am Sunday 
Where - 11111 N 20th Street, Tampa 
Come play fun board & table games - feel free to bring your favorites! 
Dinner provided, plus snacks, sodas, coffee, tea & ($3 kitty helps defray 
refreshment expenses). The large game room is on a separate AC; 
additional tables are available in the dining and living room areas. 
Melissa has quite a large family of pets, including cats and dogs who 
stay in their rooms during games night, as well as reptiles and a parrot. 
The dogs will need a backyard play session or walk and always 
welcome company, but otherwise they will stay in their room until at 
least 10ish. No smoking indoors, please. Street and driveway parking 
available. Hosted by Melissa Stephens; 813-476-5405. 
. 
 
Looking Ahead: Sunday, February 10 12:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 Winter Social: Wine & Cheese Meet & Greet   
Where – Club Tampa Palms; 16402 W. Tampa Palms Blvd, Tampa 
Please contact Lisa Blair at jazzergirl@verizon.net for more information 
or if you would like to volunteer to help with the event. 
 

 
Details of recurring events are listed under the first time that event 
occurs in the month. 

 
  

mailto:jlnesbitt@email.com
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Solution to December Cryptopoem 

 

 

The happiest nights I ever know 

Are those when I've no place to go, 

And the missus says when the day is through: 

'To-night we haven't a thing to do.' 

 

Oh, the joy of it, and the peace untold 

Of sitting 'round in my slippers old, 

With my pipe and book in my easy chair, 

Knowing I needn't go anywhere. 

 

Needn't hurry my evening meal 

Nor force the smiles that I do not feel, 

But can grab a book from a near-by shelf, 

And drop all sham and be myself.  

 

~ Edgar A. Guest 
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Mensaversaries 
 

Years Name Years Name 

51 Mary Sanchez 8 Andrew Bakker 

45 Daniel O'Neal III 8 Carrie Webb 

39 Benito Enriquez 8 Daniel Williams 

35 Bonnie Wilpon 8 Delaney Grootwassink 

34 David DeVaull 8 Kelly Hallisey 

32 Grant Logan 8 Kelly Matera 

27 Gerald Fortner II 7 Frances Pool-Crane 

25 Ron Austin 7 George Martin 

23 Darius Vunck 7 Hank Vitan 

22 John Kuhnle 6 Elizabeth Rafaloski 

22 John Turnbull 6 Garrett Gross 

22 Steven Graves 6 Trevor Bisson 

21 Dave Bryant 5 Bryan Riddel 

18 Devlon Buckner 5 David Dockery 

17 Alvin Bedgood 5 Geoffrey Davis 

17 Ruby Agnir 5 James Eddy 

17 Thomas Thomas 5 Krysten Manley 

17 Thomas Vena 5 Richard Jasen 

16 Susan Gardner 5 Shannon Harp 

15 Mark Smith 4 Patrick O'Neil 

14 Chris Lettre 4 Zachary Smith 

14 Robert Pressner 3 Edward Mills 

13 Corey Merenda 3 Grady Gross 

13 Jay Johnson 3 Mary Jones 

11 Anitha Reddy 2 Angela Hall 

11 Thomas Sawyer 2 Brian Heidman 

10 Casimer Marks 2 Ernest Sebak 

10 Maureen Collins 2 Mariann Bell 

10 Rebecca Sinnreich 2 Mike Hess 

10 Samuel Brandon 2 Rachel Sirovetz 

9 James O Neill 1 David Evans 

9 Paul Sutcliffe 1 Elizabeth Hapner 

9 Terry Delia   
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True Story by Phoebe McCann ©  
 

This was around 1972 and I’m pretty sure it was Hurricane 

Agnes that had flooded my basement apartment in Catonsville, 

Maryland. I’d been planning to move anyway to a 2nd floor apartment 

nearby so all my belongings were packed in boxes on the floor. Whoo, 

boy. Lost everything. Thanks to the Red Cross, some dear friends, and 

my own carpentry abilities I soon had a sparsely furnished apartment. 

Peace, however, was not to be mine. You see, every single night since 

I’d moved in, I was awakened at 2 am by the train whistle and clickclack 

of wheels on tracks coming from somewhere across the mown field and 

woods behind the apartment building. Sometimes I was able to go back 

to sleep. Sometimes not. 

 

   One afternoon, as I arrived home from work, I met one of my 

neighbors who was going out. She said, “How do you like it here so 

far?” I replied, “Great except for one thing and that’s the train out back 

that blows its whistle and wakes me up at 2 am every night.” 

 

   She looked at me as if I had two heads. She said, “Train? There’s 

no train.” I said, “Well, obviously you sleep more soundly than I.” She 

shook her head and walked away. 

 

   Hard as I tried to put that out of my mind, that night, once again, 

the train whistle and clacking woke me at 2 am sharp. When I got up 

later on, since it was Saturday and I didn’t have to work, I decided to 

investigate this baffling situation. As soon as I’d finished breakfast, I 

headed out to find the train. 

 

   It was a soft day, gray sky but not visibly cloudy although the 

leaves on the trees were showing off their petticoats which promised rain 

before too long. Birds seemed almost to swim through the morning, 

lazily swooping like bubbles blown through a wand. 

 

   I wore heavy jeans and boots. Having spent my infancy and much 

of my childhood on a heavily forested mountain in Vermont I knew what 
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could await me in the woods beyond the field. There was no path. 

Brambles tore at my clothes and burrs grabbed hold. Discouraged but 

undaunted, I plunged ahead, careful not to let branches slap me silly. The 

sky was blotted out but it was dim, not dark. I thought my trek would 

never end then suddenly it did. 

 

   And there they were! Railroad tracks. Hah! Well, overgrown with 

weeds and some small trees, but absodamnlutely train tracks nonetheless. 

I felt a little light-headed not just from relief but also from wonder. 

How? Why? Why me, for heaven’s sake? Many people have long 

claimed that the Irish are as fey as leprechauns and certainly my half-

Irish self had experienced quite a few spooky things but this took the 

cake. Where, or perhaps more accurately when was the train? 

 

   When I felt steadier, I turned to go and did my woods-walk again 

in reverse. By the time I emerged onto the field, it still wasn’t raining but 

a heavy mist clung to me like a second skin. Birds trilled sleepily as if 

night were falling. I never heard that train again. 

 

© Phoebe McCann 2019 
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January Cryptopoem by Sylvia Zadorozny 

  

 

  
O MFNN LOG VAICG CXM DOSSYM ROVE, 

  
O DOWN LOG O IYXML CXM DOSSYM MOVE; 

  
O DLOAF LOG OFIG AM SNWNF GRASPG, 

  
RAMLYXM O MLFYOM, MLN ENMMVN GASPG; 

  
h C¸¸DabCΩD 5C¸w !D {b²bC /±h59Σ 

  
h t·{ t¸bD ¸WW /·a w¸{Ωa 5¸Lb /h59Σ 

  
O ZYP LOG TOSMG CXM SYM O WNGM, 

  
h{½ w!a[ h ±hwD·!aΣ ¦¸·ΩCb {¸a ½CbDDb½Φ 

  
O TAP YJ AFYS SNWNF GBXNOVG, 

  
RAMLYXM O ESAJN MLN MLXSZNF TNOVG, 

  
O DVYDE ZYNG SYM AS ZNNT ZAGPFODN 

  
LYVZ XT AMG LOSZG MY LAZN AMG JODN, 

  
O DOM RAML RLAGENFG SNWNF GLOWNG, 
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h tCh²¦ /¸ha w¸{Ωa C!ZN MLN ROWNG. 

  
O FOI, LAG YRS LYFS SNWNF MYYMG; 

  
O JAZZVN CYR SY OFFYR GLYYMG, 

  
a[b {bb½±bΩD b¦b w!±± {b²bC DbbΣ 

  
GXDL MLASPG OFN GMFOSPN, UYX IXGM OPFNN. 

  
~ OXMLYF XSESYRS 
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Tampa Bay Mensa’s 2019 High Seas RG  
Belinda Nemeth & Theresa Hohmann 
 
 

 

REQUESTING TIME OFF FOR 2019? 
MAKE THE HIGH SEAS RG  

PART OF YOUR VACATION PLANS! 
 

 
 
 

 

May 30 ï June 3, 
2019 
Tampa – Cozumel – 
Tampa 

 
REGISTER TODAY and get the best price possible! Just visit: 

https://www.saltybreezecruiseplanners.com/group/mensa 

 
Have questions? We’re here for you! 

Join the Regional Gathering for Tampa Bay Mensa Facebook group 
or send a note to TBMHighSeasRG@gmail.com. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: The only way to register for the RG is by booking 
through our travel agent! A small registration fee ($20) will be included 
in your booking and we will be using the travel agent’s reservation 
information to tell us who is attending. 

 
  

https://www.saltybreezecruiseplanners.com/group/mensa
mailto:TBMHighSeasRG@gmail.com
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Tampa Bay Mensa Winter Social     

 

 
 

Wine and Cheese Meet and Greet 
Sunday February 10, 2019; 12:30 PM to 3:00 PM 

 

Club Tampa Palms 
16402 W. Tampa Palms Blvd 

Tampa, Florida 
 
Please contact Lisa Blair at jazzergirl@verizon.net for more information 
or if you would like to volunteer to help with the event.  
 
 

____________________________________ 
  

 
 

Letters, Stories, Travel Misadventures & More!  

Isolated M SIG monthly newsletter serves as a 

communication forum for Mensa members around 

the world ð currently 80 countries. Electronic 

issues are free! Visit IsolatedM.com for more information.  
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ExComm Meeting Notes from LocSec Art Schwartz 

 
Meeting Date - 12/8/2018  

 
Location: 651 Timber Bay Circle West 
 Oldsmar, Florida 
 
Meeting called to order at 4:22 PM. 
 
Attendees         
ExComm: Sylvia Zadorozny, Art Schwartz, Lisa Blair, Linda 
Christina, Theresa Hohmann, Belinda Nemeth Jeanie Guerrera-
Ripoll and Kathy Crum 

Other: Thomas Thomas 
 
Actions: 
Appointed Theresa Hohmann and Jeanie Guerrera-Ripoll to 
organize the spring picnic. 
 
Motion: Move that we deactivate new membership and new posts 
for the Tampa Bay Mensa Yahoo groups on February 1st. Will 
announce in Sounding, on internet, etc. Motion was passed. 
  
To be discussed online before next ExComm meeting: 
      1 - To allow Electronic voting for elections. 
      2 - Incentivizing members to have valid email address on file.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:56 pm. 
 
Next Meeting – 2:00 pm on 2/23/2019 at Belinda Nemeth’s home; 
30454 Lettingwell Circle in Wesley Chapel. 
 
All ExComm meetings are open to all members of Tampa Bay 
Mensa. 
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2018-2019 Tampa Bay Mensa Officers 
 

EXECUTIVE COMM 
 

Å Local Secretary 
Art Schwartz 
1909 Dover Ct 
Oldsmar, FL 34677 
813-343-8850 
locsec@ 

tampa.us.mensa.org 
 

Å Assistant LocSec 
Sylvia Zadorozny  
651 Timber Bay Cir W 
Oldsmar, FL 34677 
813-855-4939 
asstlocsec@ 

tampa.us.mensa.org 
 

Å Treasurer 
Kathy Crum 
treasurer@ 

tampa.us.mensa.org 
 

Å Membership Officer 
Lisa Blair 
membership@ 

tampa.us.mensa.org 
 

Å Gifted Youth Coord. 
Melissa Stephens  
813-476-5405 
giftedyouth@ 

tampa.us.mensa.org 
 

Å Programs Officer 
Melissa Stephens 
813-476-5405 
melissalstephens@ 

gmail.com  
 

Å Scholarship Chair 
Linda Christina 
testing@ 

tampa.us.mensa.org 
 

Å Scribe 
Sylvia Zadorozny 
sylviachocolate@ 

gmail.com 

Å Calendar Editor 
Sylvia Zadorozny 
813-855-4939 
calendar@ 

tampa.us.mensa.org  
 

Å Testing Coordinator 
Linda Christina 
testing@ 

tampa.us.mensa.org 
 

Å Webmaster 
Belinda Nemeth 
webmaster@ 

tampa.us.mensa.org 
 

Å Publicity Officer 
Lisa Blair 
publicity@ 

tampa.us.mensa.org 
 

Å SIGHT Coordinator 
Melissa Stephens  
sight@ 

tampa.us.mensa.org 
 

Å Members at Large 
Theresa Hohmann 
Jeanine Guerrera Ripoll 
 
Other Officers 

 

Å Community Services 
Officer 
Lisa Blair 
240-205-1684 
jazzergirl@verizon.net 

 

Å Social Media Dir. 
Belinda Nemeth 

 

Å Sounding Editor 
Tammy R. Hicks 
editor@ 

tampa.us.mensa.org 
 

Å Editorial Board 
Art Schwartz 
Thomas Thomas 
Melissa Stephens 

 

Å Election Supervisor 
Tammy R. Hicks 
election@ 

tampa.us.mensa.org 
 

Å NomComm Chair 

Tammy R. Hicks 
 

Å Ombudsman 
Maran Fulvi  
ombudsman@ 

tampa.us.mensa.org 
 

Å Proctors 
Thomas Thomas 
Lisa Blair 

 

Å Social Directors 
Sylvia Zadorozny (Fall) 
Lisa Blair (Winter) 
Jeanine Guerrera Ripoll & 
Theresa Hohmann (Spr) 
Melissa Stephens 
(Summer) 

 

Asst. Gifted Youth Coord.  
Theresa Hohmann 
 
Additional Contacts 
 
Å RVC, Region 10 
Thomas George Thomas 
27647 Sky Lake Circle  
Wesley Chapel, FL 33544  
813-994-3981 
rvc10@us.mensa.org 
facebook:thomas.g.thomas 
Twitter: @FardleBear 

 

Å American Mensa Ltd. 
National Headquarters 

1200 E. Copeland 
Rd. Ste 550 
Arlington, TX 76011 
(817) 607-0060 
www.us.mensa.org 
 



 

 

T
IM

E
-S

E
N

S
IT

IV
E

 M
A

T
E

R
IA

L
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  


