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2 Tampa Bay Sounding 
Mensa is an international society whose sole qualification 

for membership is a score at or above the 98th percentile on a 
standard IQ test. Mensa is a not-for-profit organization whose 
main purpose is to serve as a means of communication and 
assembly for its members. All opinions expressed herein are 
those of the individual authors, and not necessarily those of the editors or 
officers of Mensa. Mensa as an organization has no opinions. Visit American 
Mensa at http:/ / www.us.mensa.org. 

Tampa Bay Sounding is the official newsletter of Tampa Bay 
Mensa. See the inside back cover for copyright information. Tampa 
Bay Mensa serves Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco, Hernando, and 
Sumter counties. Visit TBM at http:/ / www.tampa.us.mensa.org, 
which provides full instructions on how to join tbm-gm and tbm-
discussion, our two Yahoo Groups. 
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WISE GUY 
Thomas George Thomas 

Due to a confluence of circumstances, you are 
holding (if you can lift it) the largest edition of the 
Sounding produced in recent memory.  Of course, we 

haven’t tried to promote a Regional Gathering in the same edition 
as the Crewe List before – I hope the experiment was successful.  
(I just dread trying to fold it…) 

Second things first:  There is a registration form for Oktoberfest 
2005 included as a centerfold of this issue.  As long as you have to 
remove it to get to the new dual  calendar anyway, you may as 
well complete it and send it in.  The weekend promises to be busy 
and fun, w ith presentations, contests, meetings and socializing 
galore, and the Holiday Inn in Clearwater is quite nice.  You’ll get 
a chance to meet other members in this Crewe List there, as well 
as Mensans from all over Florida’s Region 10 and beyond. 

Speaking of the Crewe List, I’ve tried to incorporate the best 
features of the past three years’ lists into this one – what was I 
thinking?!?  But I hope the results are useful. 

Space constraints prevented me from including some of the 
responses provided within the list itself, but these can be covered 
in future issues.  One main thing jumped out:  Many people 
offered to give presentations, and others asked for monthly 
general  membership meetings.  These two items would be a great 
fit together!  The question is, would you commit to coming to the 
meetings?  I understand this has been attempted before, but that 
the monthly meetings were discontinued for lack of attendance.  
On the other hand, there’s been over a 40% membership turnover 
since Tampa Bay Mensa abandoned this – is it time to try again?  
Can we get commitments from interested people before we do? 

Most importantly, I’d like to thank those who generously 
contributed to our Educational Outreach program, including 
Norman Cleghorn, Arthur Kel land, Patricia LaBarbera and 
Dennis Wi lcoxon, and those who provided financial support of 
the Sounding, including Norman Cleghorn, Ronnie Dubs, Arthur 
Kel land, Patricia LaBarbera, Wi l l iam Scheikart, Bud Urban and 
Dennis Wi lcoxon.  Your support is greatly appreciated. 
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SOUNDING BOARD  
 

To the edi tor: 

THE OVERLOOKED PART OF ANY reform movement is that "reform" 
doesn©t mean "improve"; it just means "change."  Social Security 
may be in need of improvement due to a) changing circumstances 
and b) certain programmed defects present at its inception, to wit, 
the Ponzi scheme.  If you realize that the ordinary business of 
government is redistributing wealth, then it might occur to you 
that two factions can both demand "reform" while anticipating 
entirely different changes. 

To make any change to any distribution system is to make things 
worse for some and better for others; while one can©t be blamed 
for hoping to be among the better off, there©s an implicit 
assumption that changes should promote greater fairness; that 
those who have been getting over will experience some pain while 
those who©ve been shafted will see their conditions improve. 

Unfortunately, politicians seem to be born w ith a conviction that 
they can always help themselves and their supporters by fooling 
people and that anything sufficiently complicated will have at 
least one attractive aspect.  Consequently, they tend to put 
together schemes which are actually designed to profit A , B and C 
but which allow them to trumpet the benefits to R, S and T. 

I w ish I could say how to fix this mess, but alas, every bit of 
guidance is either rejected as unworkable or turned into a 
buzzword for all sides to claim.  The only hope I can offer is that 
some scandal w ill strike the greediest of the "reformers" and 
they©ll be too intimidated to try for their customary slice of the pie. 

George Dunn 

To the edi tor: 

WITH SINCERE AND GRATEFUL THANKS to Ellen Berry for initiating 
and providing the on-going effort to keep Erudite Lite active and 
engaging, we would like to have more local Mensa members 
attend. 
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This group - which has had as few as six and as many as 15 attend 
- is really a very enjoyable evening of discussion and dialogue. 

The general forum followed is that when you attend, you are 
asked to share w ith the rest of the group what you are reading 
and if you wish to share your thoughts regarding how you feel 
and/ or rate what you read.  This w ill usually spark a few side 
discussions and take us off on to a tangent or two.  Ellen, who 
usually helps in going down one of those tangents, will bring us 
back to the meeting objectives and another person will discuss 
what he/ she are reading.  And off we go again.  The topics range 
from every possible venue, history, current events, fiction, 
cartoons (the Sounding editor’s specialty), controversial (an 
expertise of one Oldsmar resident who on one occasion has his 
face painted as an Indian warrior), to politics, behavioral patterns 
and issues, etc., etc., etc. 

Occasionally, someone will donate some reading material if 
anyone is interested.  Occasionally, we may even pan a book. 

Last night©s pan was on Goldberg©s “ 100 People Who Are Screwing 
Up America” .  It was interesting in listening to others who had a 
slightly different perspective as to who was screwing up America; 
your input would have been appreciated. 

One suggestion was that we have one of the two monthly 
meetings in another location, as traffic can be a problem.  Possibly 
suggestions from any of you to either the editor or to Ellen might 
make that possible.  And the dates and times are not cast in stone 
either. 

This is one event where no one is a wall flower; everyone gets to 
participate and comment.  And all opinions are held in the same 
high regard. 

Check your schedules; we would like to have you attend, but 
more importantly, you will like having attended. 

Ron Stich 
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SEPTEM BER BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Vincent DiNapoli, James Bryant 
2 Thomas George Thomas 
5 Kevin Lawrence, Ian Ippolito 
7 Dianne Magee, Linda Moore, Martha Ratigan 
8 Carlos Hernandez, Kurt Goebel 
9 Norman Cleghorn 
11 Nancy Mitchell 
12 John McDonald, Dennis Wilcoxon 
13 John Kotsch, Tom Penkethman 
15 Mona Cafone, Chris O©Connor 
16 Charles Godfrey, Kurt Weber, Angela Olivier 
17 Cynthia Fisher, Terri Elston, Catherine Barnard, Nichole 

Keller 
20 Delphine Jenness 
21 David Palmer 
22 Constance Miller 
23 Margaret Ann LaChance, James Vernon Johnston 
26 Jay Hines, Terry Wells 
27 Sharon Johnson 
28 Joseph Davis 
29 Bernard Spector 
30 George Hall 

 

WELCOM E TO TAM PA BAY M ENSA ! 
 

H Kent Edie 
Damian Kondrotas * 
Andrew Matthews * 

Gerry A lex Morfesis 
Kurt Weber II * 

 
 
*= new member; others are moves in, preferences in, or reinstatements. 
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AUGUST M ENSAVERSARIES 
 
40 Years Bruce Whiting 

36 Years Cornelia Anderson Biggers 

31 Years Carol Dressel 

30 Years Norman Urich 

29 Years Elizabeth Wickman Row-Woolf 

28 Years Pat Tuley 

27 Years Douglas J Bahringer 

14 Years Gary Richard Blais 

13 Years Dan Hill, James Vivien Crum III 

12 Years Mark Dyer 

11 Years James Thomas Bryant 

10 Years Matthew Aaron Franzese 

8 Years Louise Catherine Kelly 

7 Years Peter S Cohoon 

4 Years Charles F Arant 

3 Years A llison Jirsa, Margaret Ann LaChance 

2 Years David Wilson, Matthew O©Neil, Philip A Watson, 
Theresa L Hohmann 

1 Year Ned William Moren 

* Mensaversaries come from the membership list provided by national 
Mensa; some may represent rejoin dates after a lapse in membership. 
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ADVERSE REACTIONS  
Frank Clarke 

 
THE OLD ORDER CHANGETH  

Suzette Kelo bought a house in a run-down part of New London 
CT because it was near the water.  That was her first mistake.  
Then she poured a lot of money into making it a nice place to live 
– because it was near the water.  When the City of New London 
condemned her property to make way for condominiums which 
would bring in lots more tax revenue, she dug her heels in. 
 
On June 22nd 2005 after losing in court after court, Suzette Kelo 
lost again when the United States© Supreme Court ruled for New 
London, against Suzette Kelo, and against everything this country 
had been founded to protect.  In a 5-4 split Justices Stevens, 
Kennedy, Souter, Ginsburg, and Breyer held that fil l ing a city©s tax 
coffers was, indeed, a public purpose.  There has been surprise, 
shock and outrage that it was the court©s "liberal" judges who did 
this.  Everyone who still thinks in terms of liberal-vs-conservative 
would be surprised, shocked, and outraged; those who have 
abandoned that tired old mode of thinking are merely outraged. 
 
To see what I mean, let©s take a look at the make-up of our 
Supreme Court: 
 

Justice nominated 
by 

Party Comments  
(re Kelo) 

    
Rehnquist Nixon R dissented 
Stevens Ford R majority 
O©Connor Reagan R dissented  
Scalia Reagan R dissented 
Kennedy Reagan R majority 
Souter Bush-I R majority 
Thomas Bush-I R dissented 
Ginsburg Clinton D majority 
Breyer Clinton D majority 
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The rabid conservatives, Rehnquist, Scalia and Thomas, stood up 
for the underdog against the forces of wealth and power; 
O©Connor, always a swing vote, went this time with principle – 
and her dissent was a jewel; the "lefties" buckled.  What in the 
world is going on here?   
 
What©s going on is an object lesson on how our "left-right 
paradigm" has become obsolete.  If we continue to use it, if we 
continue to think in terms of "Right is good(bad); left is 
bad(good)" we will continue to be shocked at what happens in 
Washington.  The old order changeth: there is no more "left" or 
"right".  There is only "collectivist" and "individualist": "the state is 
all-important" vs "the citizen is all-important".  It hardly needs 
saying that this country was founded on an individualist model 
and the people, by and large, remain so to this day.  That is why 
we are outraged that the Supreme Court could so blithely crush 
Suzette Kelo for the sake of New London©s fiscal health. 
 
But we shouldn©t be surprised or shocked. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

�
��

�
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THE TENTH STORY  
(RVC COLUM N FOR REGION 10) – SEPTEM BER 2005 

Maggie Truelove 

Most of you had reports of the AG in your 
newsletters in August, so I won©t go on and on about 
all the wonderful things that took place.  I will say 
that if you missed the AG, you missed a whopper of a 
good time!  Next year, of course, is the World 
Gathering, right here in the heart of Region 10, in 
August.  Don©t miss that one!  And remember to get 

in touch with Kay Klasen, volunteer coordinator, to let her know 
how you would like to help.  We hope everyone attending will 
volunteer to help, even if it is just for an hour. 

We can all be proud of the Region 10 folks who received awards 
at the Awards Luncheon at the AG.  In the PRP awards, Special 
Mention Awards went to editors M ark Puddephat (Miami©s 
Flamenco, for numerous excellent continuing items) and Edgar 
Coudal  (Manasota©s 4M, for "The Way We Were").  Region 10 had 
only one team place in the money in Culture Quest, and that was 
the Buns Da Winsin©s Next Generation team from Southwest by 
South, Zack M ooney, captain.  Nancy Heinrich of Manasota was 
awarded an ABBIE Proctor of the Year Award.  We can be 
especially proud of Keri  Gui lbaul t from Central Florida Mensa.  
She was given a National Chair©s Award for her work on the new 
gifted children©s handbook, as well as the Community Activities 
Program award in the Gifted Children Category, for the Junior 
Engineer Day she single-handedly brought about last fall. 

So far, I have only received feedback from one group, Broward, 
regarding what is done to welcome new members to your group.  
I am looking forward to hearing from everyone else soon. 

I w ish there were awards I could give to all of the hard working 
volunteers across the Region.  You know who you are. You are the 
LocSecs and treasurers and editors and proctors of every local 
group.  You are the Gifted Children©s Coordinators and hosts of 
parties for your fellow Mensans.  You all work hard, all year long, 
to make your local group and Region 10 and American Mensa  
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great!  Why not take a few minutes this month to say THANK 
YOU or give a pat on the back to the ones who keep your local 
group going?  They deserve it. 

Have you registered for Tampa Bay©s Oktoberfest RG next month?  
It isn©t too late, you know.  Contact Dan Chesnut 
(DChesnut@tampabay.rr.com) for information or to register - or see 
the Bulletin or the website for more details. See you there! 

Maggie Truelove, RVC10 
3333 Honeysuckle Lane, Belle Isle, FL 32812 

 rvc10@cfl.rr.com 407-855-9078 
 

CRYPTOPOEM  
Sylvia Zadorozny 

W I N G, QI H A Z I N , L TA H N L G BU G, 

SH A RE M A L T D O, YRS SH A RE YN  A . 

BH OOU G M OU QZ D O L Z  D G QI X, 

QZ I U SN L  L TZ I  N A X, YRS N A X A L  I X; 

D YEO L TO D Z N L  Z B U A BO GZ I  D YG, 

U A BO A N  N TZ H L  YRS M OYH N  YM YG. 

 

FI N L  YU A EO, W Z L T D A RO YRS L TA RO, 

TYN L OR K I A QE L Z  L TOA H  SOQU A RO. 

L TA RO©N  Y N I D D OH , D A RO RZ  D Z H O, 

L TZ I PT H OXOYL OS L Z  L TH OO-N QZ H O. 

L TH OO-N QZ H O N I D D OH N , M TOR L TOG©H O PZ RO, 

M A U U  YXXOYH  YN  N TZ H L  YN  Z RO. 

--M A U U A YD  Z U SGN  
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LOCSEC’S REPORT 
Maxine Kushner 

 
Hello TBMers! 
 

The first two items I want to share are related: RG ’05 and RG ’06. This 
year’s Honchos, Dan Chesnut and Dana Groulx, have put together what 
promises to be another exceedingly enjoyable, well run Tampa Bay 
Mensa regional gathering. A t our most recent ExComm meeting, it was 
observed that our registrations are a little low at this point. It was 
surmised that the reason for this probably has to do with the fact that 
instead of there being two date-based discount levels, this year’s 
registration fee remains at the lower level until September 23, only two 
weeks before the RG. Since many of us are well known procrastinators 
(most of the ExComm hasn’t even registered yet, and the bulk of us, and 
our families, w ill certainly be there), we’re guessing that there will be a 
rush of registrations right before the 9/ 23 rise in the registration fee. We 
are certainly happy to have you register at any time, but it would make 
our planning with the hotel much simpler if you would register sooner 
rather than later. (Note to self: register!) 
 

At ExComm, we also discussed the need to find Honchos for the ’06 RG. 
While it might seem a little premature to be thinking of the next RG 
before this one has even taken place, it has to be born in mind that our 
schedule is a little different this year. Because of Mind Games, we moved 
this year’s RG to October. We plan to return to regular yearly RG date of 
Memorial Day weekend, so we will be hosting two RGs only seven 
months apart. Dan and Dana pointed out that the most time consuming 
part of Honchoing is usually finding a hotel and negotiating w ith 
management. In the case of the ’06 RG, it seems likely that we already 
have a choice of favorable arrangements w ith two hotels, so the 
workload of being Honcho might be considerably reduced. If you are 
entertaining the possibil ity of volunteering, we can discuss this further. 
Please contact Dan, Dana, or me. 
 

In other news, we plan to have a holiday party in December. In addition 
to current members and their families, new and prospective members 
will be invited. We also plan to have our annual meeting before the 
party. A ll TBMers are invited to that as well. More information will be 
posted in coming issues of the Sounding. And, as always, event 
information can be found online (see page two). 
 

Until next month, 
Maxine 
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CALENDAR 
September 2005 

Ronan Heffernan, Calendar Edi tor 
 

Mensa events are open to all Mensans, their spouses, and 
accompanied guests. A party at a private home is a private event, 
and who may or may not attend is at the complete discretion of the 
host. While kitty amounts are mandatory, hosts often spend far 
more than the specified amount. Donations excess of the kitty 
amount will be appreciated. 
 

Ronan Heffernan (813-907-8147) is the Calendar Editor. Please e-
mail your calendar event notices to Ronan@tampabay.rr.com, or 
visit http:/ / tampa.us.mensa.org/ cal for complete instructions. 
Your deadline for the following month’s calendar is the 12th of the 
preceding month. 
 

Hosts: Please remember to mention any special concerns about 
your location, such as limited access for the handicapped, 
smoking restrictions, or presence of pets. 
 

Guests: If you have special needs or restrictions, it is prudent to 
discuss them with your host before attending an event. 
 

 

 

 
September 1st,  8th, 15th, 22nd &  29th - Thursdays - 12:30 PM   
Lunch Bunch 
 

We meet at Piccadilly Cafeteria, on 11810 North Dale Mabry Highway 
(next to Barnes and Noble Bookstore), in Tampa. For directions, 
descriptions, and/ or encouragement to attend, call:  
 

Jim Perry - 813-837-3473 - philart@gte.net 
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September 3rd &  17th - Saturdays - 7:00 PM  - $2  
Card Night 
 

Either bring a card game you like to play or we will play Hand & Foot (a 
type of Canasta).  Can be played with partners and is GREAT fun! 
 
Please RSVP at 727-723-3493. 
 

Directions: A t Terri Elston©s at On Top of the World in Clearwater.  
Come North or South on Belcher Rd. to World Parkway Blvd. (stop 
light).  Two lights North of Sunset Point or three lights south of Main 
Street (580).  Turn West - go through guard gate - turn left on 
Americus Blvd - go one block and turn left on Philippine Drive - go 
to second bldg on right (Delhi) 2287 Philippine #23 (first floor on 
end.)  Parking in slots marked V for visitor or on the street. Cats on 
premises - smoking on patio. 

 

Terri Elston - 727-723-3493 - TeriProfsr@aol.com 
2287 Philippine Dr #23 – Clearwater 
 

September 5th &  19th - M ondays - 3:30 PM  - $2  
Children' s Game Day/Play Day 
 

For ages 0-10.  Come join us.  Bring your favorite games.  For directions 
contact:  
 

Linne Katz - 727-372-9438 - LINNEKATZ@aol.com  
10037 Wheatland Road - New Port Richey  
 

September 7th &  21st - Wednesdays - 1:15 PM   
MHunch (Mensa Humpday Lunch)  
Locations: Bartow Family Restaurant – Bartow (1st Wednesday) 
 Harry’s Cajun – Lakeland (3rd Wednesday) 
 

MHunch is a series of lunches at various locations around the region.  
The day (Wednesday) and time (1:15 PM) are consistent, but there is a 
different restaurant for each lunch. 
 

Your RSVP is important! Please either email or call me at (863) 701-7109 
so we can save a seat at the table for you! 
 

Merrell Fortner – 863-701-7109 – mini@mindless.com  
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September 7th &  21st - Wednesdays - 7:00 PM   
Erudite Lite Reading Group  

Location: Perkins - 612 N. Dale Mabry, Tampa 
 

We meet tw ice per month (on the first and third Wednesday) at the 
Perkins on Dale Mabry, just north of Kennedy.  Bring along books you’d 
like to exchange or give away. 
 

Check out our website:  www.rovingarts.com/eruditelite  
 

Ellen Berry – 727-480-7938 – eberry@rovingarts.com 
Perkins Restaurant - 612 N. Dale Mabry Hwy, Tampa  
 
 
September 8th - Thursday - 7:30 AM   
Breakfast Gathering  
 

Breakfast Gathering, Village Inn at Walsingham Road in Largo, 7:30 AM, 
2nd Thursday of every month. Gather for food and conversation. Please 
call Lori Puterbaugh at 727-399-2419 for directions and so we have a 
headcount. 
 

Lori Puterbaugh - 727-399-2419  
 
 
September 10th - Saturday - 7:30 PM  – $2 
Games Night 
 

Now Labor Day has come and gone, and autumn©s almost here, 
It©s time to leave your cares behind and join us for good cheer. 
Play games all night (©til who-knows-when) and chat, and munch on 

chips 
And sweets and fruit and veggies too, but please bring your own dips. 
A  word of warning: I have cats, though often they wil l hide. 
And there©s one favor I must ask: please keep all smoke outside. 
Come play fun games and make new friends; it©s not too hard to do. 
We really are quite sociable--now all we need is you! 

 

Sylvia Zadorozny - 813-855-4939 - sylviachocolate@juno.com  
651 Timber Bay Circle West – Oldsmar (call for directions) 
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September 23rd - Friday - 6:00 PM  
Fourth Friday Madness 
 

Come party on down with us every fourth (not necessarily last) Friday at 
Olive Garden Italian Restaurant, 6700 US 19 N in Pinellas Park from 6pm 
to whenever.  This is just southeast of Gandy Boulevard 
 

Please RSVP:  Phoebe McCann - 727-546-4030 
 
 

September 24th - Saturday - 7:00 PM   
NTN Trivia 
 

Location: Buffalo Wild Wings, Gulf View Square Mall,  
 9409 US Hwy. 19 N., Port Richey, FL 34668 
 

NTN Satellite Trivia is a nationwide contest held in assorted restaurants 
and bars in our region.  Three short rounds of five questions each are 
interspersed w ith breaks for conversation and socializing.  We meet at a 
non-smoking family sports bar called Buffalo Wild Wings in the Gulf 
View Square Mall in Port Richey.  Come join the party! 
 

Thomas Thomas - 813-994-3981 – FardleBear@aol.com 
 
 

September 25th - Sunday - 3:00 PM  
FSM 
 

This month we©ll Fold, Staple, and put Mailing labels on our Mensa 
newsletters at Ronan©s in Wesley Chapel. Everyone is encouraged to 
come help out. You can get your newsletter early! Hope to see you here. 
 

DIRECTIONS: Take I-75 to Exit #275 (SR56, North of Tampa (this exit 
is north of the I-75/ I-275 split, so you can take either Interstate north. 
A fter I-75 and I-275 merge, the next exit is #275)). Turn east onto SR56. 
Go to the stoplight and turn right (south) onto County Road 581 (same 
road as Bruce B. Downs, w ith a different name in Pasco County). Turn 
right at the next stoplight onto County Line Rd. Turn right into the 
second housing development (Northwood). Take the second right onto 
Breakers Dr. Our house (#27504) is on the right, at the sharpest part of 
the curve. 

 

Ronan Heffernan - 813-907-8147 - ronan@tampabay.rr.com  
27504 Breakers Dr - Wesley Chapel 
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FSM  – JULY 24, 2005 
Max Loick 

 
"And a good time was had by all....."  Yes, FSM went off well 
although we had only five people there: M ax Loick, Don Davis, 
Richard M anno, Thomas Thomas and Sylvia Zadorozny.  A 
goodly large printing it was, too, as this is our month to show off 
our wares to the other editors and hope we get picked for w ide 
circulation. 
 
Plenty of room, and a little food left over.  (No chocolate survived 
the afternoon…)  Next time it©s down here is beautiful downtown, 
c©mon down.  You can always go downtown or to the Pier later 
and have a fun day of it. 
 
The harshest discussion centered on the mystery animal on the 
cover of August issue … artistic license indeed … but finally 
agreement was reached that it really had to be an owl.  Looked to 
me like Hedwig was having a bad day, but then I©m no artist. 
 
Would an Arctic Circle Mensa group get permission to use… nah, 
just our sideways Mensa minds playing games on each other. 
 
Hope to see you next time.  It is fun, and good  company too. 
 
 

ANSWER TO AUGUST CRYPTOPOEM  
 
There was a hungry hunter 
Went hunting for a hare, 
But where he hoped the hare would be 
He found a hairy bear! 
He saw its eyes, he saw its claws, 
He saw its teeth and then-- 
The hunter turned head over heels 
And hurried home again. 

  --A . Nonny Mouse 
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ANA, APS, PC-LM, USPCS-LM, USCS, FUN-LM, FSDA-LM, MPOS 
UPSS-LM, AAMS, AFDCS, MPPC-LM, PSS, PNC3-LM, MPHS 

 

Robert J. Murrin 
Stamps, Coins, Covers, Tokens 

Mi l i tar ia, Gold &  Si lver , Quohogs 
Most  Things of Value: Real or  Imagined 

 
 (727) 345-8639   P.O. Box 10100 
 murr in@gte.net St . Petersburg, FL 33733-0100 
 
 

 
 

  Dolores Puterbaugh, LMHC, PA      

 
 Licensed Mental Health Counselor Services include: 
 providing holistic, confidential · Individual counseling 
 services. · Family & couples counseling 
  · Anxiety, depression, grief 
 801 West Bay Drive, Suite 416 · Stress, anger 
 Largo, Florida 33770 · Personal growth/development 
 The Wachovia Bank Building · Consulting/Coaching services 
 
 Member:  727-559-0863 
 ICSPP, Mensa, TNS, ACA, SMHCA  puterbaugh@mindspring.com 
   balancedlifestylecoaching.com 
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M INUTES FOR TAM PA BAY M ENSA ’S EXECUTIVE 

COM M ITTEE M EETING 

JULY 16, 2005 – FIRST M EETING 
 
EXCOM M  M EM BERS PRESENT:  Thomas Thomas (host), Ronan 

Heffernan, Kathy Crum, Dana Groulx, Barbara Loewe, Dan 
Chesnut, Richard Manno, Sylvia Zadorozny (scribe) 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Steve Poreda, Ellen Berry, Theresa Hohmann, 
Charles Godfrey, Kathy Zadorozny, Isabelle Hohmann 

EXCOM M  M EM BER ABSENT:  Maxine Kushner 

Deputy LocSec Dan Chesnut brought the meeting to order at 3:38 
pm. 

M INUTES:  The minutes of the previous ExComm meeting, printed 
in the May issue of the Tampa Bay Sounding, were reviewed, 
and a motion to amend them by deleting one sentence was 
made.  Passed 4 to 3.  That paragraph now reads: "Richard 
reported that we could purchase a testing kit for $350 with 50 
tests for $150.  This test would take 35 minutes to administer, 
which, per Oma Pantridge, head of ESE (exceptional student 
education) in Pasco County, would speed up testing there.  
This test is not accepted for Mensa qualification.  Several 
questions about the specific test came up; Richard w ill look 
into these and then get back to us via e-mail for a vote."  Last 
meeting©s minutes were approved as amended above. 

ELECTION :  The TBM Election Committee (Steve Poreda, Ellen 
Berry, Theresa Hohmann, and Charles Godfrey), finished 
tallying the votes just before this ExComm meeting began.  
Twenty-four ballots were cast; all were valid.  Election Chair 
Steve Poreda announced the winners: 

Dana Groulx--23 votes 
Maxine Kushner--22 votes 
Thomas Thomas--22 votes 
Ronan Heffernan--21 votes 
Barbara Loewe--21 votes 
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Three people also received one write-in vote each:  Ellen Berry, 
Theresa Hohmann, and Dan Chesnut.  The Election 
Committee was thanked for their good work. 

This first ExComm meeting adjourned at 3:57 pm. 
 

JULY 16, 2005 – SECOND M EETING 
 
EXCOM M  M EM BERS PRESENT:  Thomas Thomas (host), Ronan 

Heffernan, Kathy Crum, Dana Groulx, Barbara Loewe, Dan 
Chesnut, Richard Manno, Sylvia Zadorozny (first scribe) 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Ellen Berry (second scribe), Theresa Hohmann, 
Charles Godfrey, Kathy Zadorozny, Isabelle Hohmann 

EXCOM M  M EM BER ABSENT:  Maxine Kushner 

Deputy LocSec Dan Chesnut brought this second meeting to order 
at 4:15 pm. 

TBM Officers were re-appointed (changes indicated by an 
asterisk): 

LocSec--Maxine Kushner 
Deputy LocSec--Dan Chesnut 
Treasurer--Kathy Crum 
Editor--Thomas Thomas 
Calendar Editor--Ronan Heffernan 
*Webspinner--Ellen Berry 
Circulation Officer--Sylvia Zadorozny 
New Member Officer--Frank Clarke 
Ombudsman--Jack Brawner 
S.I.G.H.T.--Susan Anderson 
Gifted Children©s Coordinator--Theresa Hohmann 
*Education Outreach Coordinator--Richard Manno 
Proctor Coordinator--Barbara Counts 
Scribe--Sylvia Zadorozny 

Sylvia suggested that since the office of Treasurer is vital to our 
group©s  existence,   it  might  be  prudent  to  have  a   back-up  
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Treasurer©s assistant, similar to Deputy LocSec as back-up 
assistant to LocSec.  Dana Groulx volunteered for this. 

TREASURER:  Kathy Crum handed out and presented a detailed 
2005 Budget Report.  With 54% of the year elapsed so far, 
normal expenses are right on target.  Inflows for 2005 appear 
low because all the MindGames expenses were subtracted 
from this year©s MindGames revenues; last year©s MindGames 
revenues are not included here.  Looking at total assets over 
the years, it is apparent that TBM is doing fine financially. 

EDITOR:  Thomas reported that we©ve lost the printing deal we 
had with the local Kinko©s stores; bulk rates are now handled 
out of the FedEx/ Kinko©s National Office.  Dana suggested we 
could get together w ith other Florida Mensa groups to bargain 
for a better rate.  Meanwhile Thomas needs people to contact 
other printers--Dan and Richard will check with other stores; 
Dana will look into purchasing equipment ourselves. 

CALENDAR:  Dan suggested Ronan promote the calendar website 
on the printed calendar.  Sylvia suggested it would be helpful 
to have the next month©s first week©s events on each month©s 
calendar; Ronan informed us that would require a software 
change. 

WEBSPINNER:  Ellen received Oktoberfest information for the 
website and will update it.  Privacy issues came up again; it 
was decided not to omit addresses from the calendar section. 

GIFTED CHILDREN :  Theresa reported that Hurricane Dennis 
canceled the last Gifted Kids meeting.  She is continuing with 
Odyssey of the Mind (Clearwater Library, second Saturdays, 
2-4 pm), as well as Floating Gamers Days once a month.  TBM 
now has a Gifted Children©s Yahoo group:  TBM-
GiftedChildren@groups.yahoo.com 

CIRCULATION :  Ronan informed us that Dorothy Butler, who 
works at the Post Office, said we can get an alternative mailing 
place for $60.  He will send us an e-mail about it. 

PROCTOR:  Barbara Counts tested in St. Petersburg the morning of 
July 16 and will test in Tampa later in July.  She has agreed to 
give a testing session at the Regional Gathering in October. 
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OKTOBERFEST:  Dana reported that we got 28 registrations during 
the Broward Regional Gathering.  We are working on 
developing a Young People©s Track. 

EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH :  Richard reported buying gifted tests 
for $465 and delivering same to Pasco county; they have used 
these tests and have gotten several children into the gifted 
program.  Richard wants to add a preliminary screening test 
which Mensa would accept.  He is meeting with the school 
administrators on Wednesday afternoon and asked others to 
accompany him to this meeting. 

(Here, Ellen Berry kindly took over scribe duties, as Sylvia was 
feeling ill.) 

NEW M EM BER M EETINGS:  Some years ago, attempts at new 
member meetings yielded low turnouts.  It was suggested that 
we send postcards to invite new members to attend events.  
Richard w ill call new members and will contact Ellen and 
games hosts w ith names of new members.  Dana may be able 
to rent a clubhouse for a promotional party to encourage new 
member participation and RG registration. 

AUDIT:  By-laws were reviewed regarding annual auditing and 
legal liability to appoint an auditor.  Sylvia volunteered to 
audit; she and Kathy Crum will get together some time to go 
over the Treasurer©s books. 

NEW M EM BER HANDBOOK :  We will discuss a new member 
handbook at the next meeting. 

Next meeting:  Sunday, August 14, at 3 pm at Barbara©s. 

This meeting adjourned at 7:18 pm.  
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CARD N IGHT - AUGUST 6, 2005 
Terri  Elston 

 

Great Fun was had playing Hand and Foot - a type of Canasta. 
Everyone gets two sets of cards - the first one (your "Hand") must 
be disposed of before you can play the second one (your "Foot"). 
You cannot go out until both you and your partner(s) are in your 
Foots! 

Players included Sylvia Zadorozny, Richard M anno, Thomas 
Thomas, David Goodrich and Terri  Elston. 

Comments heard during the game: “ Sylvia is so neat!”   “ Dave, 
you are squishing the cards!”  “ Better than your head!”   “ She©s not 
in her Foot and it’s not looking likely!”  “ We only have two 
thingees!”   “ I’m never going to get in my foot - such negativity 
from right across the table!”  

Come and join the fun! 
 

TBM  BULLETIN BOARD  
Wanted: Mensa members for a data-collection study for a nonprofit 
educational organization. Participants will take a two-day seminar in The 
Radiance Technique®, a stress-management technique, in exchange for 
questionnaires before and after the seminar and a small materials fee.  
Fun and designed for Mensans only!  Call or email for details. 
 

Shoshana Shay 
(727) 360 4887 

SitesLite@earthlink.net 
 

Wanted: Tampa Bay Mensa members interested in forming/ joining the 
fastest growing SIG in American Mensa: The Gen-X SIG.  Membership is 
open to Mensans born between 1961-1981.  In 2004, nearly 60 percent of 
new membership nationally belonged to this demographic!  If there is 
interest in our region, I w ill help to put you in touch with each other 
until you can form your own leadership.  For more details, check out the 
website at http://genx.us.mensa.org. 
 

Thomas Thomas 
(813) 432 5088 

FardleBear@aol.com 
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FOURTH FRIDAY M ADNESS – JULY 22 
Phoebe McCann 

 
We had a good crowd again this time ... 11 people and every 
single one had given me an RSVP.  A ll so thoughtful!  Dan 
Chesnut was there and he and Richard M anno got on the subject 
of global warming (again).  I threw in that I’d seen an article 
which said that the two robots on Mars seem to be on the move 
again.  I think I saw that in Scientific American but wouldn’t swear 
to it.  Then they took off on the difference, if any, between a theory 
or a hypothesis and whether the scientific method uses one or the 
other ... or something. 
 
I didn’t tell Richard and Sylvia Zadorozny about Tchaikovsky 
because they hadn’t read the August Sounding yet but I’d like to 
add to that bit that while Tchaikovsky didn’t contribute to the 
choreography of Swan Lake, Mozart LOVED to dance.  He didn’t 
do choreography for ballets to the best of my knowledge but he 
wrote many pieces for the ballroom dancing of his time… waltzes, 
etc… 
 
I mentioned a book to Thomas Thomas that I couldn’t remember 
the title of wherein all the “ humans”  had flippers and fur; it was 
Kurt Vonnegut’s Galapagos.  I couldn’t hear what Ron Sti tch, Lucy 
Yeager, Gina Boogher, and Terry Wel ls were talking about at 
their end of the table, unfortunately.  Thomas, my husband Dan 
and I were discussing the possibility of a picnic perhaps in the Fall 
after the hurricane season is over and Thomas asked if I would 
honcho it.  I said that Gina had been the one who had asked me 
about it originally so I thought she should be the one since I’m 
already hosting a monthly “ do.”   I’ve since emailed her about it 
but she has not responded.  Would any of you be interested in 
helping her? 
 
Terri  Elston was telling us about playing Hand and Foot and kind 
of giving us an idea of where she lives (which turns out to be in 
the same development as Gina).  We talked about various other 
games,  books,  movies  (Dan M.  and I  had recently seen  Ladies in  
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Lavender w ith Dame Judy Dench and Maggie Smith.  Not only 
were we thoroughly charmed, I wept buckets which is for me a 10 
on a scale of 1-10 of a wonderful fi lm.  Dan and I have a game that 
friends of ours gave us called “ Sting.”   It’s sort of an adult version 
of “ Sorry”  played with dice, cards and marbles.  If you haven’t 
heard of it, don’t be surprised.  The man who thought it up put his 
whole life savings into making it look professional and 
produced… well… I don’t know how many but not many and 
then didn’t have any money left to promote the darn thing.  It’s a 
great game.  Anybody want to invest some money in promoting a 
game? 
 
I asked everyone around me if they knew how to help me with 
my computer problem and now I’m asking you (y’all).  I had 
created many diskettes using WORD on my Windows 98 
computer.  Now we have a Dell w ith Microsoft XP. When I insert 
the disks and click on “ open,”  I can see that the files are all there 
and named correctly.  When I highlight one of them, however, 
and try to open it, I just get a blank page ... no error message ... 
just a blank page.  I’ve tried every version of WORD that I have on 
my computer and I have 4 plus WORDPAD and nothing works.  
Any ideas anyone?  Thanks! 
 
See you at Olive Garden next time! 
 

� � � �� ��� �	 
 � �� � � �� ��� �	 
 � �� � � �� ��� �	 
 � �� � � �� ��� �	 
 � �  
 

OKTOBERFEST 2005 
Dan Chesnut  

New Time.  New Place.  Our RG. 
 
Yes, our RG is at a completely different time of the year, and that©s 
why there©s so much to look forward to.  We have taken 
advantage of this unique opportunity to have an Oktoberfest 
theme.  Can you imagine how easy it will be to have "spass" (fun) 
at a German party weekend? 
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Here is a sample of some of the special, German theme goodies 
you can expect at this gathering:  Friday night we are planning 
some fine German hors d©oervres and beer, Saturday lunch you©ll 
be served a choice of bratwurst, knockwurst "mit" (w ith) 
Saurkrout, German potato salad, and Braised Apples and Red 
Cabbage.  When you return from Saturday night dinner on the 
town, you will be offered German Strudel mit ice cream.  Then, for 
Sunday brunch, a splendiferous offering of German egg sausage 
casserole, potato pancakes,  apple sauce and sour cream,  a meat 
tray w ith Boar©s Head Bunkhorst &  Braunshweiger, "unt" an 
assortment of cheeses. 

Want some German "musik?"  We will play some thoughtout the 
weekend, punctuated by a polka party Friday night,which will 
include dance lessons from the Gulfcoast Enzianer Schuhplattlers.  
Bring your lederhosen and hats for this super fun opening night 
"partei." 

Oktoberfests traditionally include competitions.  Ours w ill include 
a yodeling contest, and a Bavarian trivia contest, and a seasonal 
specialty:  a pumpkin carving (and/ or decorating) contest.  Please 
see the program descriptions printed elsewhere in this issue for 
more details on all this year©s events. 

For this year©s gathering we have made registering easier than 
ever.  Achtung!  You may now register online via our website so 
you don©t have to mail in a check.  The website is 
http:/ / tampa.us.mensa.org/ .  Of course, you may still send in the 
registration form included in this copy of the Sounding, or register 
on site October 7.  But don©t be a "dummer kopf."  Register early! 

And get your room booked by September 23rd to get the Mensa 
discount rate.  Our new place is centrally located at the Holiday 
Inn Select, Clearwater, near the St.Pete/ Clearwater A irport.  Most 
rooms will be just a few steps away from hospitality and casual 
games, with the meeting rooms on the floor below. 
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2005-06 TAM PA BAY M ENSA OFFICERS 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

  
Local Secretary  
Maxine Kushner  
7442 Hollylake La.  
New Port Richey, FL 34653  
727-841-6043  
maxine.kushner@verizon.net 
 

Deputy LocSec  
Dan Chesnut  
5023-B Starfish Dr. SE  
St. Petersburg, FL 33705  
dchesnut@tampabay.rr.com 
 
 

Treasurer 
Kathy Crum  
7164 Quail Hollow Blvd.  
Wesley Chapel, FL 33544  
813-907-0526  
katshe@aol.com 
 

Circulation Officer, Scribe 
Sylvia Zadorozny  
651 Timber Bay Cir. W.  
Oldsmar, FL 34677  
813-855-4939 
sylviachocolate@juno.com 
 

Sounding Editor  
Thomas George Thomas 
27647 Sky Lake Circle 
Wesley Chapel, FL 33543-7646 
813-994-3981 
fardlebear@aol.com 
 

Calendar Editor 
Ronan Heffernan 
27504 Breakers Dr.  
Wesley Chapel, FL 33543  
813-907-8147  
ronan@tampabay.rr.com 
 

 
Member At Large  
Dana Groulx  
21416 Cypress Tree Ct.  
Land O’Lakes, FL 34639  
813-996-5552  
llama@sports-pac.com 

Member At Large 
Barbara Loewe  
P.O. Box 764  
Land O’Lakes, FL 34639  
813-968-3343 
bloewe@juno.com 

Member At Large 
Richard Manno 
651 Timber Bay Cir. W 
Oldsmar, FL 34677 
813-855-4939 
 

 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

OTHER CONTACTS 
 

RVC, Region 10 
Maggie Truelove 
3333 Honeysuckle Lane 
Belle Isle, FL 32812 
407-855-9078 
RVC10@cfl.rr.com 
 

Gifted Children’s  
Coordinator  
Theresa Hohmann 
897 Crestridge Cir 
Tarpon Springs, FL 34688 
727-942-7735 
theresahohmann@yahoo.com 

Testing Coordinator  
Barbara Counts 
4610 Catalonia Way S. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33712 
727-864-6796 
barbruns@earthlink.net 
 

 
Ombudsman 
Jack Brawner 
4701 68th St. N, Apt 5D 
St. Petersburg, FL 33709 
727-546-6061 
trojanowl@aol.com 
 

Membership Officer/  
New Member Contact  
Frank Clarke  
150 Collette Court  
Oldsmar, FL 33677  
727-786-6258  
mvsrexx@tampabay.rr.com 

Proctors  
Barbara Counts 
Frank Clarke 
Tom Timberlake 
 
 

 
S.I.G.H.T. Coordinator  
Susan Anderson  
10733 Dowry Ave.  
Tampa, FL 33615  
813-855-4020 
susiea1000@aol.com 
 

Web Spinner 
Ellen Berry 
455 Alt 19 S # 68 
Palm Harbor, FL  34683 
(727) 480-7938 
eberry@rovingarts.com 
 

Publisher 
Sylvester (Les) Milewski 
9091 St Andrews Dr 
Seminole Fl 33777 
(727) 397-8483 
LesMiles@aol.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

American Mensa Ltd. 
1229 Corporate Dr. W.  
Arlington, TX 76006-6103 
817-607-0060 
AmericanMensa@ mensa.org  
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Tampa Bay Sounding (USPS 305-830) is published monthly by Tampa Bay Mensa at 9091 St. 
Andrews Dr, Seminole, Fl 33777. 
 

Periodicals postage paid at St. Petersburg, FL. 
Postmaster: Send address changes to: Tampa Bay Sounding, c/ o American Mensa Ltd., 
1229 Corporate Dr. West, Arlington, TX 76006-6103. 
 

IF YOUR ADDRESS CHANGES, please let us know four weeks in advance. Send your 
change of address, w ith membership number, OLD address, NEW address, and 
new/ current phone number (even if it hasn’t changed) to Tampa Bay Sounding, c/ o 
American Mensa Ltd., 1229 Corporate Dr West, Arlington, TX 76006-6103. 
 

Tampa Bay Sounding is the official newsletter of Tampa Bay Mensa, American Mensa local 
group number 10-335. �  2005 Tampa Bay Mensa. All rights reserved. All material in this 
issue not copyrighted by individual contributors may be reprinted in other Mensa 
publications, provided that credit is given to the author or artist and to the Sounding. Prior 
written consent of the editor is required for any other reproduction in any form. Any 
Mensa publication reprinting Tampa Bay Sounding material is requested to send a copy to 
the editor. 
 

SUBM ISSION GUIDELINES 
 

Tampa Bay Sounding encourages submissions from all members. Submissions must be signed, 
but names may be withheld or pseudonyms used if requested. All letters to the editor will be 
subject to publication unless the author specifically requests otherwise. All material submitted 
will be considered for publication, but nothing can be guaranteed. Everything is subject to 
editing. Please keep the following guidelines in mind: 
— Articles, casual essays, opinion pieces, poems, short stories, puzzles, and artwork are all 
encouraged. 
— Personal attacks and bigoted, sexist, hateful, or otherwise offensive material will not be 
published. 
— E-mail submissions are preferred, either embedded or in Word-readable attachments. 
Computer printouts and typewritten pages are fine. If you submit hard copy, please make 
sure your printer has enough toner or your typewriter has a fresh-enough ribbon. Legible 
handwritten submissions will be considered (but not given preference). 
You may send your submissions by either of the following means: 
(1) E-mail — FardleBear@aol.com (Please indicate “ TBM”  in the subject header.) 
(2) U.S. Mail — Thomas G. Thomas, 27647 Sky Lake Circle, Wesley Chapel, FL 33543 
(Telephone 813-994-3981) 
 

Unless otherwise speci f ied in the calendar, the deadl ine for unsol ici ted contributions is 
the tenth day of the month. 
 

 SUBSCRIBE! — The subscription cost for local members is partially remitted from 
annual dues paid to American Mensa Ltd. Tampa Bay Sounding is available to other 
Mensans and to non-Mensans at an annual subscription cost of $12.00. To subscribe, send 
a check, payable to Tampa Bay Mensa, to the Treasurer: Kathy Crum, 7164 Quail Hollow 
Blvd., Wesley Chapel, FL 33544-2525. 
 

 ADVERTISING POLICY: The Sounding offers free classified ads to Tampa Bay Mensa 
members for services, items for sale, jobs wanted/ available, personals, etc. Ads should be 
no longer than 50 words. Classified ads need to be renewed on a monthly basis if you wish 
them to appear in consecutive issues. Tampa Bay Mensa and the Sounding are not 
responsible for the content of ads.  All commercial ads are subject to the following rates: 
Full page - $60; Half page - $30; Quarter page - $15. Members of Mensa pay half these rates. 

 


